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THE CHAPTER 1 CHALLENGE: 
COLORADO'S CONTRIBUTION 1994 
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William T. Randall 
Commissioner of Education 
State of Colorado 



WHAT IS CHAPTER 1? 
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on the basis of educational need rather than family 
income. 





All Chapter 1 programs must meet the following federal requirements: 
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All Chapter 1 programs must be evaluated and the results must be used for program improvement. 
Results of local evaluations are summarized and reported at the state and national levels. 
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language arts and math average pretest NCEs 
were 26.6, 31.6 and 30.1; corresponding 
percentiles were 13, 19 and 17. 
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WHAT ARE OTHER ASPECTS OF CHAPTER 1? 
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project planning, implementation and/or evaluation. A large number of parents, 48,308, attended 
parent-teacher conferences to discuss achievement, concerns and progress of their children. In 
addition, 54,078 parents were reported as having attended Chapter 1 workshops, conferences or 
meetings during the 1 993-94 school year. Parent involvement increased an average of 39 percent 
in these three categories over the previous year. 
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could be excused from the program improvement process, such as serving less than 10 students in a project 
or having an extremely mobile population. Twenty-two (22.1) percent of all Chapter 1 schools in Colorado 
and 44.6 percent of all Chapter 1 LEAs were identified in 1994 to conduct program improvement activities in 
at least one subject area. 



HOW IS ACHIEVEMENT MEASURED? 
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Achievement is also measured by means other than standardized tests. Chapter 1 student 
success in the regular school program is measured by the number of Chapter 1 students who are 
promoted to the next grade level the following school year and grades received in similar subject 
area classes. 1 Q 



WHAT WERE THE RESULTS? 
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Chapter 1 reading, language arts and math prpgrams across Colorado were effective in improving 
the achievement level of participants. Average NCE gains across all grades were positive in all 
subjects. Colorado Chapter 1 students increased their basic reading, language arts and math 
scores from the 13th to the 20th, 18th to 25th and 14th to the 23rd percentiles, and their advanced 
scores from the 13th to 20th, 19th to 26th and 17th to 25th percentiles, respectively. 
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scale. In mathematics, 75.2 percent had C's or higher and 67.8 percent received satisfactory 
marks. 
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The majority of Colorado Chapter 1 schools with reading programs scored well above the state 
minimum of 2.0 NCEs in advanced skills. Eighty-three percent of elementary schools and 72 
percent of secondary schools had average NCE gains of 2.0 or above. Basic skill percentages 
were lower (81 percent) for the elementary level and higher (77 percent) for secondary schools. 
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Most NCE scores in advanced mathematics were above the Colorado Chapter 1 state minimum 
as well. Eighty-one percent of elementary schools and 63 percent of secondary schools scored 
2.0 NCEs or above. The percentage for elementary schooisjwas lower (80 percent) for basic skills 
and for secondary schools, higher (72 percent). i 
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Test scores varied across district size categories. Districts with enrollments between 301 and 600 
showed the highest average NCE gains in reading basic skills and those with enrollments between 
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Districts in these settings don't have any projects in the designated subject area. 



HOW DO COLORADO AND NATIONAL RESULTS COMPARE? 
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independent learners. Meaningful learning experiences and a variety of materials are used to 
provide for individual interests, attitudes and background knowledge. 
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A strong emphasis in keeping parents informed of what is happening in school and offering 
them opportunities to have better understanding of what is expected of their children and of 
their responsibilities as partners in the educational process. 
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